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How Barendale all Was Set on Fire.

The persons most interested in finding out
the cause of the conflagration that con-
sumed Baxendale Hall in Ellen Thorny-
oroft Fowler's story *“Fuel of Fire" (Dodd,
Mead & Co.) strangely omitted to ponder as
it deserved the prophecy on which the
story is founded. When Vivien of the Glade
was burned at the stake in 'he time of the
Wars of the Roses she pointed with her
right hand to Baxendale Hall and declared
with all the authority of a martyr that it
should be burned three times, once by
the King, once by the State, and once by a
power a thousand=fold stronger and higher
than either of the-e. This story, a modern
tale, 1s concerned with the third burning,
and it seems to us that in looking for the
cause of the fire the question should have
been asked what that last and mighty
power was bound to be.

Obviously some natural power. Not the
lightning, for there was no thunderstorm
o1 that day. The moon is a mighty power;
it hoists the tides, but it does not set fire
to English baronial homes. We may elimi-
mate the moon and the stars and there re-
mains the sun. Of course it was the sun.
It could not have been a hail of fire from
heaven following upon the belchings of a
volcano; quite safe to say that no spark
from Hecla or Vesuvius touched off that
stately pile.

Though the power could have been
nothing but the sun, it certainly is a little
perplexing to think how the suu could have
accomplished any intimate contact with a
house enveloped in British weather. But
Just there is where the clear and scientific
mind of Prof. Gottfriod made itself valuab'e
in the story. He showed that with the aid
of a powerful magnifying glass the rays of
the sun, even in England, could be focused
to a point of heat sufficient to set fire to
matches or other highly inflammable ma-
terial. His demoustrations left no doubt
of the entire accuracy of the forecast made
by Vivien of the (Glade. As we say, the
wonder is that the persons interested should
have paid no attention to the words of that
prophetess. If they had heedad her it
wouwld not have been thought that Laurence
Baxendale set fire to Baxendale Hall for
the sake of insurance. The ineuranece
company would have paid up and asked no
questions.

We notice that it is sald of Laurence
Baxendale on page 197 that “by the time
he was thoroughly awake the awful truth
dawned upon his drowsy brain that Baxen-
dale Hall was in lames.” If he was drowsy
when he was thoroughly awake, it I8 no
wonder, perhape.that he failed to guess the
riddle of the fire. It was stupid of him to
think himself called upon to break off his
engagement with Nancy Burton., Nancy
was miserable, and we were glad when this
trouble was adjusted and when “on Nancy's
face joy playved the part of india rubber
and erased sorrow's handwriting.”

The insurance on Baxendale Hall was
£100,000. It was pald immediately on the
professor's discovery., The professor and
Vivien of the Glade made a great team.

In the Pleasant Shadow of the Dene,

Much that is pleasant will be encountered
in Rosa Nouchette Carey's story “The
Highway of Fate” (J. B. Lippincott Come
pany, Philadelphia). It {8 just that we
shoyld encounter pleasant things in the
inevitable highway in question. We have
always felt In faney the pleasantness of a
Dene, and we are satisfied that it was with
entire reason that to Eunice here the Dene
appeared magnificent and  altogether
palatial. It seems to us as though we hardly
needed to be told that it was a well-built,
comfortable house, suitable for the needs
of a large family. Who ever could fancy so
wrong and #o cruel a thing as a Dene meas-
ured only to the needs of a small family?
Still, we are pleased to have the details of a
Dene just as we know they must have
been. The rooms spacious, though not
specially lofty; the hall large and full of
handsome dark oak furniture; the dining
room, library and morning room well
proportioned and cheerful and furnished
also in that fine dark oak; the drawing room
with its square tea table, its silver and an-
tique china, its circle of easy chairs about
the fire—~we love the Dene and we love
to have it rehearsed. Lilian could hear
Douglas's deep volea rising and falling
ad mingling with the notes of the wood
pigeons as he conversed with Eunice, and
the fresh girlish tonrs of Eunice as she cone
versad with Douzlas. *“God bless them!”
murmured Lilian as she went slowly down
the grassy path that bordered the tennis
lawn. No feeling of envy or jealousy
throbbed in her simple loving heart. The
happiness of three may be understood
fron the concluding remark of Lilian, ad-
dre<sed to herself. I shall not be in the
way,” she said; “they will never wish to
part with me. Monkbarn will be my home
as well as theirs. Oh, how content and
happy I ought to be, for a threefold card is
not quickly broken.® Fate softens this
highway, as knowing our wishes and our
needs.

Hot Coals on the Head of Obadiah.

Obadiah Boone treated Henry West
abominably in “A Red Man of Quality,” by
Edward Everett Billings (The Saalfield
Publishing Company). West was the noble
young Indian from whom the story gets ita
title. *“Hold er post mortem on him. Kill
him fust .an' examine him arterwards,” was
Obadiah's advice when Prof. Garceau's
party of sapphire hunters first fell in with
Henry, The young Indian used much finer
language than old Obadiah did. “Has that
anomalous brute gone?” he inquired with
dignity after Obadiah had exhausted his
abuse and turned on Nis heel. But Obadiah
changed his tune later. The professor's
party was attacked by the hostiles. *“Oba-
diah fought like a demon. His hat had
blown away, his shirt was torn open, and
with blood streaming down his face and
matting in his whiskers he looked like one.”
He was felled to the earth, however, and
would have been killed if Henry West had
not dashed in and saved him at the expense
of his own life. One of the enemy “buried
his knife in the heart of the noblest Indian
that ever lived. A gasp, a groan,” and
Henry West was no more. Obadiah pro-
nounced a handsome eulogy upon him, As
to the identity of Honry West, the story tells
us that it “must ever remain a mystery.*

Barnaby Lee Will Make Friends,

A highly readable story of carly New York
will be found in “Barnaby Lee,” by John
Bennett (The Century Company). It was
written for young readers, but older ones
will find it worth their while. Barnaby had
lively adventures in a picturesque time--
the time of Peter Stuyvesant and the capture
of New Amsterdam by the English. Notabje
figurea of the city's early history are in-
cluded in the generous and inspiring pan-
orama. The illustrations of the story, by,
Clyde O. De Land, are at once numerous and
if strikingly good quality. Not many tales

so richly and handsomely illustrated.
& we choosing stories for Christmas use
jould never think of missing this
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John Fiske’s New History

FRANCE AND NEW ENGLAND
“There will be no more important work published this year.”

‘* A fascinating mingling of chronicle and criticism,”
With maps, $1.65 net, postpaid $1.81

—N. Y. Mail and Express.

—Brookiyn Eagle.

George E. Woodberry's New Biography
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE
The final word on America's greatest writer of fiction.
With portrait, §1.10 net, postpaid §1.30
John Burroughs' New Buok
LITERARY VALUES
Notable essays, presenting Mr. Burroughe’ views on literature and e
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A SEA TURN AND OTHER MATTERS
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Hiustrative cover, $1.25
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A STUDY OF PROSE FICTION

“A safe guide in novel reading.”” — Boston Journal.
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Thomas Wentworth Higgiuson’s
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With portrait, $1.10 net, postpaid 81.20

~Chicago Post.
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HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN

@ CO., Publishers

LIVE TOPICS ABOUT TOWN.

New York's interesting colonv of titled
expatriates has been decreased Ly the de-
parture of one of {ts members who left town
for his own country last week., His
sojourn here has lasted for six months,
At one time his entertainments were more
conspicuous than those given by any other
foreigner in the city.

He left this country, however, unos-
tantatiously. There is a promise of his
return, but even those who are most anxious
to see him are not altogether hopeful that
their wish will be gratified. On the other
hand, there are persons who would prefer
never to set eves on hiin again
Before he left the old famillar stories

lotters and was received without question
by the families to whom he presentad them,

e was put up at two or three of the best
clubs, alihough his membership card to
at least one of these was withdrawn before
half the time had expired.

All his claims In the matter of pedigree
and position were thoroughly justified
by the facts. It merely happened in his
case as it has in many others before him,
that this scion of the family was, to put it
gently, the least deserving member. Indeed,
his latercoursewith his imrhediate relatives
has for gome time been conducted with the
family lawyer as an intermoediary.

Alfred Hertz, the new Wagner con-
ductor at the Metropolitan, is only 30. But
he looks at least ten vears older. His heavy
speciacles, bushy black beard and massive
shoulders would never be associated with
go youthful a perron, and Herr Hertz, to
prove what his age reallv is, carries his
paseport with him. He ix always able to pro=
duee that document giving the date and
place of his birth when his claim to be so
young is too strong a strain on credulity.

Signor ‘Muneinelli, who is the dean of
the foree of directors, is mueh more vout hful
looking than his vears entitle him to be
He 18 more than 50 but looks much vounger
this year, owing chiefly to Lis shrewdness
in trimming his beard so closely that no
gray is seen. '

You must never say now that you are go-
ingto bein acertain place at any time or t hat
vou are going to do a thing in the future,
That form of speech indicates a pitiful ig-
norance of the modish talk of the day.

If vou're going to London in the sprin
for instance don't state the fact in suc
bald terms,

“I'm by way of being in London next
epring,” is the only form in which such in-
tentions may nowadavs be expressed with
due regard to the foshions of speech. And
it embellishes a conversation, according to
the present style, to talk about one's future
plans as much a# possible just for the sake
of saving the things that one is “by way of"
doing.

There has been for several vears such a
demand for private secretaries in this city
that young women have found that occu-
pation more agreeable and profitable than
others that were open to them. Naturally
the demand for their services has led to
greater recuirements as to the efficiency
of the aplicants.

So a school for the training of private sec-
retaries has been opened by a philuuthmm
inatitution and its classes have been fil
since they began.

Certain valuable traits the school cannot
of course impart, however diligent the stu-
dent may be. Tact, an even temper and
courtesy are not to be acquired by any
number of lessons.

A popular young actor is about to come
up before the board of governors of a con-
servative club on upper Fifth avenue. He
i1 the first of his profession ever to seek ad-
mission there and is, moreover, the first
with sufficient acquaintances in the organi-
zation to think of doing so.

It is aifficclt to say just now who is more
nervous over the impending election—the
youthful actor or his friends in the club
who persuaded him to allow them to put
up his name. Under ordinary eircum-
stances there could be no question as to the
outcome of his application, as he fills every
requirement of eligibility, But his pro-
fession is not vt represented in the club,
and the propriety of making such an in-
novation is puzzling the Committee on Ad-
missions.

W. A. Melkieham to Marry Mrs. Washburn.

The engagement is announced of Willlam
A. Meikleham of this city to Mrs, Margaret
Washburn, who is now a resident of New
York, but lived formerly in the South, Mr,
Meikleham was the captain of the Columbia
'Varsity crew for severn]l vears, and rince he
left college has coached the erew. He was
a member of the class of 'sg

Guests to Meet Gen. Chaffee,

Among the guests at dinner with Major-
Gen. A, R. Chaftee, U. 8. A, commanding
the Dpartment of the East, when he is en-
tertained to-morrow by Col, Dyer, before
receiving the Twelfth Rn,lm«m wlll bel
AmhhMmP Farloy, Vajor-Gen, C. F. Roe,
August Belmont, Adrian Iselin, Jr,,Cornelius
Vanderbilt, W. 8. Gurnee, Jr. and ex-Gov

Dyer of Rhode Island.

told about so many strangers here began |
to be connected with his name. He brought
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GILMAN ESTATE covMrnro .‘II SE.

Hartford to Run the Buslness—Siock Com-

pany and Division of Stoek.

A compromise agreement has  been
reached by the administrators of theestate
of Geot e F.

vho has been scaking a share in the estate,

By this agrecment, which is approved by |

all the next of kin and by Mrs. Helen Potis
Hall, who has laid claim to the entir: estate,
the business known as the Great Atlantic
and Pacific Tea Company and the Great
American Tea Company is to be trans-
ferred to a corporation, with a capital stocl
of §2,100,000, of which $1.400,000 will be pre-
ferred and the remalnder common SLOCK,

A million and a quarter of the preferred
will go to the administrators and the rest
of the preferred and all the common stock
to Hartford, who agrees to devote all his
time and attention exolusively to the busi-
ness for the next five vears. Another
clause provides for the discontinuance of
all the suits pending between the adminis-
trators and Haruord. The business in-
(‘ludc-'u 108 tea stores scattered all over
the Union, with headquarters in this city,

The agreement was submitted to Surro-

ate Thomas vesterday for his approval

e took it under advise ment,

HER COMING-OUT TEA.

Miss Henrietta Constable Weatherbee Is
Introduced to Soclety,

Mrs. Edwin H. Weat) ¢:l.ee of 240 Madison
avenue introduced her daughter, Miss
Henrietta Constable Weatherbee, to societ y
at & tea yesterday afternoon. Among those
;hn assisted were Miss Elsio Ladd, the
Mieses Schley, Miss Marie Cor Mis
Edith Slayback, Mise Louise Morl, M
Edith Downey, Miss Llsie Postley, Miss
Florence Kelley, Misa Helen Keed, \ijer
Edith Talcott, Mies Car enter and Nier
Mabel Hyde. A dinner for the receivin g
;‘ﬂ)’ and an equal number of YOUng me,

ollowed. and afterward the -
B8l Gatiing erwar ore was infor

————ee e

SUNDAY SCHOOL MAN IN COURT.

Alfred Tilly Accused of Getting 8500 by
Misrepresentations.

Alfred Tilly of 31 Kingston avenue, Brook-
lyn, was in the Tomba police court yeater-
day on the complaint of Otto F. von Arnim
of 170 East Seventy-ninth street, who says
Tilly got 8500 from him by misrepresenta-
tion. Tilly was held in $1,000 bail for ex-
amination. He has beon prominent in
church and Sunday school work in Brook-
lyn and has acted as chief marshal of the
annual parade of Sunday school children.

Von Arnim says Tilly persuaded him to
buy fifty shares of stock in the Union Spe-
clalty Manufacturing (ompany of 802
Broadway at a time when he knew the

company was insolvent. Tilly denles the
charges.

Cotlllen of Eighty Takes Tea.

Mrs. Algernon Sydney Sullivan of 16
West Fleventh street, gave a largely at-
tended tea yesterday afternoon, to the
members and patronesses of the cotillon
of Eighty. She was ussisted in receiving
by Mre. Robert (. Myles, Mrs, Harry (.
Adams, the Misses Mildred Barnes, Rosalie

Jones, Florence Sullivan, Elizabeth Price
and Betty Collamore,

Duse Gives 8200 to an Immigrant Soclety,

Mme, Eleonora Duge has sent $200 to the
Soclety for the Protection of Italian Immi-
grants, with a message of appreciation for

the work the society is doing in caring for
and protecting the immigrants of Italian

nationality arriving at this post.
F
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EXPLOSIVES RULES.
ObJections

NEW

Contractors Ralse So  Many

That ‘Thelr Adoption Is Put Off
At the meeting of the Municipal Explo-
sives Commi: sion at Fire Headquarters yes-
torday, the proposed regulations governing

the handling and use of explosives in this

city were made public. A nuniber of con-

tractors were present ana they raised so
tnany objections to the new rules that action
was postponed until pext Wednesday after-
noon.  George F. Baier, controctorof 1123
Broadway, objected to the provisions re-
quiring contractors to give larger bonds
than dealers and manulacturers

“It is not just,” he said, “to compel a
contractor to give a  §25,000 bond for a
magazine contuining 50 pounds ot explo-

sives widle the mgnufacturers can haul
tirough the stroets truck oad of the same
stal weighing a thousand pounds  after
giving a bond of $5,000. Anotoer obicetion

i the rule forbidding the giving of orders to
the laborer handling the explosives. Under
that provision I could not tell one of my

work nen now I wanted him to blast a
hole.”

Workmen in the drill ground back of Fire
Headquarters are at work building a stand-
rd magazine for the storage of explosives,
These magazines, which all contractors
noust use, vwill cost $250 each. In adaition
the contraeciors are ('u'njn'llnl 1O Qive a
bond to protect the surrounding property
owners for each magazine in use

The standard magaziio for the storage
of more than 100 pounds of explosives con-
sist of two buildings. The larger is a frame
structure coversd with tin and painted
red and kept warm by a hot water ap-
raratus. The stove used in heating the
Lut water is in a shed a few fest away and

the two shanties are e weted by piping.

\. B. CHANDLER'S HOUSE AFIRE.
His Hands Burned While He Was Trying
to Put It Oot.

A boy while delivering milk about half-
past 5 o'clock yestcrday moming discovered
a fire in the cellar of the residence of
Albert B. Chandler, who was formerly
president of the Postal ‘Telegraph Com-
pany, at 380 Clinton avenue, Brooklyn.
On being arousad Me. Chandler had his wife
and the other members of the family re-
moved from the premises as gpeedily an
possible and then went to the eesllar and
tried to extiuguish the blaze, which had
broken out among some wood near the

furmace,

In his efforts to put out the fire Mr,
Chandler had his hanis and arms slightly

burted,  Mr. Henry W. Webster, one of his
neighbors, s n' iuoan alarm, The fire was
soon extinguishod, but the loss which was

mainly by water o ted to 88,600,

“RIGGEST THINGIN ITS HISTORY"

Brooklyn to Be Furnished With It by a
New Syndicate,

The flot of ground at Fulton and Law-
rence streets, Brooklyn, with a frontage of
100 feeton each stroet, has been sold by the
McNulty & Fitzgerald Company for James
B. Healy to a syndicate of capitalists for
$325,000. The property is opposite the big
department store of Abraham & Straus,
The new owners, it is said, in using it will
furnish Brooklyn with the *biggest thing*
in its history,
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“A true and winsome picture of
American lif'e, with local color,
real people, and a most convine
cing sincerity. The author of
‘The Gentleman from Indiana’
and ‘Monsieur Beaucaire’ is to
be congratuleted on his third
success."”’
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By
BOOTH TARKINGTON

“Unquestionably the best thing Mr. Tarkington has § |
done.” N. Y. Press.

“There is the glamour of beauty, and the glory of
color and motion and music, that precludes criticism.”

Atlanta Journal.
“A capital story to be read for the simple pleasure
of being entertained.” Boston Herald.

“Mr. Tarkington gives us an absorbing story . . . a
novel of purec romance . . . afine bit of literature.”
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“The Misd -meanors of Naney. "
By Eleanor Hoyt. Charmingly
lhustrated by Stanlaws, &1.50.

Ay, flirtation to whieh
\')}m'.* at'ached no
consequences.”’ —

If not, you've missed
adorable
young lady in the
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Where Soclety Danced Last  Night, a double cotillon, led at the one end by Dr. | other patronesses.  Frederic Woodruff led
The first of the Wednesday cotillons | Ge0rge Bolli g Lre, who danced with Miss | the cotillon

Elde Castlena., and at the other end by |
Dr. Georgn Huston Bell, who had for his
partner, Miss Lucillo V. Bacon.

The first of the winter's serios of junior
cotillons, now in the fourth vear, was jziven
last night at Sherry's. Supper was served
at midnight and morwanf a_cotillon was

u,i.h. ' uul:‘:luaxander M. Hadden, who

for this season, was given last night at
Delmonico's. The cotillona keep their origs
inal name though not h:d at prisent on
Wednesdays

The gueste were roceived in the fover by
Mrs. (eorge Gordon Battle, Mrs. James
Lindsey Gordon, Mrs. E. Hope Norton X
PnnhA.hy I():uld. f,"hldl::\:“hlﬂn“mh'
Miss Anna Depew Pay " cille
%:con.thﬂhnu Wylie and Miss Grace

Commissiorer of Charities

Robbins for hs partner
firat of a serles of fortnightly dances
by Mrs. Lewils Livingston Dela-

Ward's and Blackwell's

fleld, was given last night in the Astor | am the regular boarders, but it is understood
' Gallery of the W.ldolq-Al . Th % Will b umhbo"'l Ny
to the large attendance there was guests were received by Mre. .u.-ﬁ mm‘u&“omnwmhmn. i

To Inspeet Our Asylums,
Mayor Ashbridge of Philadelphia and his
will come to
New York this morning for a day's inspec-
tion of the city asylums and hospitals on
islands.

will have luncheon with the inmates of the
workhouse and will get the same bill of far



